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Added to the wealth of conference events, were the new and renewed international friendships and

collaborations that flourished. In the report that follows, Mamata Niyogi-Nakra writes of a very special connection that evolved out of her daCi conference encounters with Brigitte Westkemper and Maria Speth.
“Getting to Dance the Snake": a cross – cultural initiative by Mamata Niyogi-Nakra

My presentation at daCi 2006 on The Creative Process of Shishu Sadhana - a child friendly Bharata Natya

repertoire, was scheduled for a late afternoon session on Friday, July 7th. It was in an unpretentious studio

in the Theater ann het Spui, which took some effort to get to. I did not expect sparks to fly from the

presentation because for most of the delegates energy was ebbing away after several days of an exciting but hectic pace at the daCi conference in the Hague. Adriana Kramer, Adjointe des Affaires Publiques,

from the Canadian Embassy was the first to arrive. I have to admit that a brief conversation with her, before

the start, regarding comments made by a colleague of hers from the Canadian External Affairs about the
work I was doing in Montreal, and her presence at my presentation as recognition of that, perked me up to

face the sizeable group who slowly streamed into the room.

My presentation was based on my personal experiences in training young learners of Bharata Natya outside the country of origin. The fact that the others in the room were involved in teaching other forms and styles of dance did not prevent them from finding the common thread that connected us all.

Brigitte Westkemper of Berlin, Germany, whose work is based on Laban's ideas, has been teaching children

for a period of twenty-four years. She put it thus: "When I saw how you are working with your children

and how the transition from animal movements into bharata natya works I was very moved and felt a

strong, essential connection". And out of this moment of exchange and sharing of ideas at the daCi

conference in The Hague was born an on-going collaboration with Brigitte that I can only put to serendipity.

Brigitte expressed an interest in collaborating with me, so she came over to Montreal at the end of  September this year, spent ten days attending and participating in workshops, most notably the one given on the 1st of October as part of Kala Bharati's participation in Journées de la Culture. This rapprochement has led us to embark on a project tentatively christened "Getting

to Dance the Snake" in which we trace the trajectory

of our approaches to teaching the young a piece of choreography through movements of the snake.
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One of the features of a daCi conference, I cherish

most, is crossing paths with other delegates/members

in the corridors, at the venues, over the reception desk,

at the cafes, etc. that can lead to significant outcomes.

For me, meeting Maria Speth, an active and vibrant

member from the Netherlands, is one such significant

interaction I had at the conference. I would not

hesitate to call it momentous, as Maria as a

representative of the Dutch daCi board, and I am

seriously looking into the prospect of setting up a daCi

chapter in India. It is a country that boasts of several

dance styles and dancers but no presence, worth

mentioning, of daCi. If we are successful in our

attempt it could have a far-reaching impact indeed!

Such spontaneous ventures in creativity and

collaboration are the stuff that a daCi conference is

made of.
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Brigitte Westkemper in Montreal for Kala Bharati's part in


Journées de la Culture














